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With no official title he assumed in the course
of twelve years the role of prime minister-, intro-
ducing wise reforms, and pursuing an admirably
constructive work. As minister of foreign affairs he
negotiated the marriage between Louis XV*s
grandson and the Archduchess Marie-Antoinette,
strengthened the union between France and
Austria, united by the Family Pact the Bourbons
of Spain, Naples, Parma and France; but he could
not prevent the treaties of 1763.

His best piece of -work was to be the enlargement
of the kingdom. At Stanislas Leczinski's death the
province of Lorraine reverted to the Crown. In 1768
Genoa sold Corsica to the king; and a campaign of
pacification against Pascal Paoli, the leader of the
insurrection, re-established order in the island
after 1769.

Well-advised as to the importance of a powerful
and ^well-equipped navy, Choiseul pushed ahead
naval construction at a greater speed. A few years
sufficed for him to endow his country with an
excellent fleet capable of guarding the coasts,
facing the English forces and giving valuable help
to allies.

The re-establishment of the French navy, a pro-
ject carried out with perseverance among countless
difficulties, 'was one of the high-lights of his
personal achievements- When he left Versailles
Louis XV had, thanks to him, the disposal of
sixty-four vessels of the line and fifty frigates.

From a military standpoint he had taken up
a no less valuable and astonishingly modern line,

LOUIS xv                                                   21